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HT Kolkata

Kejriwal fast losing
II'T support base

» Yanitashrivastava@®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ritesh Singh, a final-
year student of IIT Kharagpur,
donsan Aam Aadmi Partv (AAP)
cap, is amember of the party, but
says he won't vote for it.

“There is no formal way of
resigning from the AAP mem-
bership, otherwise I would have
done it already,” Singh, a student
of computer science, said. “I was
with Arvindji since the Anna
(Hazare) movement, but now |
am disillusioned with him and
his partv. They just want to be
in the news all the time and are
merely interested in vote-bank
politics.”

Brand II'T, which played a piv-
otal role in building Kejriwal's
image — he is an alumnus of IIT
Kharagpur — and believed that
he could bring about a change in
the corruption-tainted political
landscape of the country, is los-
ing faith in him.

A Facebook page, “IITians
against AAP”, started by IIT

THEY HAVE DEVIATED

FROM THEIR STAND.
NOT EVERYTHING IN
GUJARAT IS BAD. THEY
SHOULD HAVE PRAISED
THE GOOD THINGS

ANIL BANSAL, lIT alumnus
=

graduates has got around 35,000
likes within a short period. “He
was misusing his credentials
to impress gullible people,”
the four founders of the page
said,

“We were all proud when
Kejriwal joined politics,” Anil
Bansal, an alumnus of IIT
Kanpur settled in the US, said.
“Finally, a smart, hard working
intelligent person (has entered
politics. This is what India
needed. But when he resigned as
Delhi chief minister and started
focusing his energies on attack-
ing Narendra Modi, we started
questioning his integrity.”
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HT Chandigarh

After getting no. 1slot, PU fails

to make the cut in ‘reputation’

HELD IN HIGH REGARD? Varsity not among the world’s top 400 ‘reputed’ institutes; Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, tops Indian Institutes, while [ITs Bombay, Delhi and Kapur are feature on the list

Surender Sharma
® surender sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A few months after
it was listed as the top-ranked
Indian institution, overtaking
the IITs, in the Times Higher
Education's World University
Rankings 2013-14, Panjab
University has failed to live up
to heightened expectations by
failing to make it among the
world’s top 400 institutes in a
‘reputation’ survey conducted
by the same magazine.

In reply to an email sent
by HT, the London-based
weeKly magazine said the
Indian Institute of Science
at Bangalore has emerged as
the most reputed institute in
India, followed by II'T, Bombay,
IIT, Delhi and IIT, Kanpur, all
of which were ranked between
200 and 300.

The World Reputation
Rankings, powered by Thomson
Reuters, a data supplier to the
Times Higher Education, were
announced recently.

“The 2014 World Reputation
Rankings are based on 10,536
responses from 133 countries
distributed between March and
May 2013," the email sald.

The survey, available in ten

PUIS ONE OF THE
OLDESTINSTITUTES
OF THE COUNTRY.
RANKINGS WILL BE
LIKE THAT..ALITTLE
BIT HERE... ALITTLE
BIT THERE. WE ARE
CONSTANTLY IMPROVING
ONALL PARAMETERS

AK GROVER, PU V-C
7|
languages, was distributed based
on UN data and no nominations
were invited.

Academicians were asked
to nominate a maximum of 15
of the best institutions in their
fleld of expertise, based on their
experience and knowledge.

Institutes were ranked on

7
)I HAVENOT SEEN THE
RANKING REPORT.

BUTITIS SURPRISING
AFTER LAST YEARS'
RANKINGS. HOWEVER,
THERE ISNO DOUBT
THAT PU IS ONE OF
THE BEST AND OLDEST
UNIVERSITY IN INDIA

MOHAMMED KHALED, ex PUTA chief
f—rn———— |
three parameters: Overall rep-
utation, reputation in teaching
and reputation in research.

The magazine observed that
Indian institutions have experi-
enced a collective drop in their
positions in this year's rank-
ings, with none of them figur-
ing above 200.

- —

ITIS A CHALLENGE TO
REMAIN ON THE TOP.
WE WILL HAVE

TO STRIVE HARD.
TEACHING COMMUNITY IS
GIVING ITS BEST.

NOW UNIVERSITY WILL
HAVE TO WORK ON
OTHER ASPECTS

DEVINDER SINGH, PUTA president
I ——

Though institutes below 100
were not ranked, the Indian
Institute of Science, which main-
tained its position at number one
for the second consecutive year,
saw a drop from the 130th rank
to below the 200th.

Likewise, IIT, Bombay
dropped to the 210-220 group

while IIT, Delhi and IIT, Kanpur
both featured below 250 in the
world rankings, the agency said.

“We can reveal that Panjab
University liesoutside of the top
400 in the world for reputation,”
the Times Higher Education
stated in its response.

Harvard University, in the
United States, was ranked No.
1 with a score of 100 in a scale
of 100,

The Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), located
in Cambridge, was ranked No.
2 with a score of 94.4 followed by
Stanford University, California
at the third slot with a score of
74.9.

“In simple terms what this
means is that when it comes
to global academic prestige,
not enough scholars around
the world count Indian institu-
tions as being among the very,
very best,” the Times Higher
Education said in email reply
to a query regarding the poor
performance of Indian institu-
tions in the survey.

Meanwhile, two Chinese uni-
versities figured in the Times
top 100 list: Peking University,
Beljing, was ranked No. 4 with
Tsinghua University, also in
Beijing, at No. 36.
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IIT-Kharagpur to advise nutrition project staff

Sujey Kharra, THIN | Mar 13, 2014, 05.23 AMIST

Midnapore: IIT-Kharagpur (1IT-Kgp Yhas offered telemedicine assistance to the state government's
nutrition project in Jangalmahal.

IIT-Kgp's agriculture and food engineering department will advizse doctors, nurses and other staff of the
upcoming nutrition rehabilitation centres in Jangalmahal, where malnourished children will be fed two
meals daily. Children of six months to five years will be covered under the project.

Two doctors from the department, professor VC Ghosh and Analava Mitra, will give child-specific
advice. They will offer their advice to the staff at the centres on what to feed each child after getting an
idea of hiz or her particular ailment.

"Doctors and nurses at the hospitals where these centres will come up will contact us. We will adwvize
them over the telephone on how to solve each child's nutritional problem. Parents of the children can also contact us for such advice. We will also ask
the parents to maintain kitchen gardens around their homes and tell them what specific vegetables and low-cost nutritional plants they should grow for
their kids' nutrition and better health," said Prof. Ghosh.

The nutrition rehabilitation centres will comeup on the premises of block and rural hospitalzin 11 backward Jangalmahal blocks of West Midnapore
district.

"My department will construct the buildings that will house nutrition rehabilitation centres within the premises of rural and block hospitals in
Jangalmahal," said Sukumar Hansda, minister for Pachimanchal Unnayan Farishad.

Such centres have already started operating in Binpur Iand Nayagram blocks. Though buildings have been constructed in Salboni block, the centres
were yet to operationalize owing to staff problems.

"We will identify kids in the target age group who suffer from malnutrition since birth in the 11 blocks. The identified babies aged =iz months to five
vears will be given two meals dailyat these nutrition rehabilitation centres. IIT-Kharagpur has offered to help us in this endeavour with expertiss," said
Dilip Chandra Bera, CMOH West Midnapore.

With own think tank, IIT to contribute to public policy

THM | Mar 13, 2014, 12.26 AM IST
CHENNAL: IIT-Madras on Wednesday opened a Centre for Technology and Policy (CTaP) on its
campus, a rare move by a technological institution in India to study and contribute to public policy
decisions. The initiative will aim to identify technology gaps in public policy and attempt to contribute
to eritical decisions in areas like food, health, telecom and education. The institute may also introduce a
full programme on public policy in the next three to five years.

IIT-Madras is funding CTaP on its own and has secured the approval of the Union ministry of human
resource development. Eventually, the centre aims to raise funds mainly from its research projects. It
will organise monthly talks and workshops on public policy, especially for newly reeruited bureauerats.
It will also produce reports and research papers on policy issues through round-table conferences to
influence policy decisions at state and national levels.

The centre will have its own staff in addition to IIT-M faculty members. Prof V R Muraleedharan, head
of CTaP, said they have already hired two senior fellows with one of them assuming the role of senior mentor. It also has two research associates. "We
aim to have 12-15 research associates in 3-5 years,” he said. "We are already working on two studies — new experiments in mobile health technologies
and assessing the impact of e-governance projects. A third project is on good practices in construction sector.”

He said many professors in the institute have been doing projects in areas like telecom, power and housing which have implications for public policy.
"The institute has a pool of social scientists who are keen on public policy and a network of incubators for new ideas,” he said. "We are looking for

participation from fresh graduates and experienced professionals.”

Prof Muraleedharan also said IIT-M, which offers a public policy elective for BTech students, may offer a four-year normal BTech plus another year of
public policy to begin with in the next few years and may have a full programme afterwards.
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